
A SERVICE OF THE SOCIETY OF ST PAUL 

Reproduction of this bulletin in any form prohibited. Published 
with ecclesiastical approval by ST PAULS PUBLICATIONS,  
PO Box 906, Strathfield NSW 2135. Tel 02 9394 3400 Fax 02 9394 
3444. Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible, published and    
© 1966, by Darton, Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co. Inc. 
are used by permission of the publishers. Psalm text from The Psalms, 
A New Translation, © 1963, The Grail (England), HarperCollins. 
New translation of the Order of Mass from The Roman Missal  
© 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. 
All rights reserved. Artwork by Sr Dorothy Woodward rsj. Layout, 
commentaries and illustrations © St Pauls Publications, 2021.   
No 1887. Website: www.stpauls.com.au

BATCH 56

Christopher Monaghan CP

FIRST READING Jer 23: 1-6

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah.
7KH�UHPQDQW�RI�P\�ÁRFN�,�ZLOO�JDWKHU�WR�PH��DQG�
bring them back to their pastures. 
¶'RRP�IRU� WKH�VKHSKHUGV�ZKR�DOORZ�WKH�ÁRFN�
of my pasture to be destroyed and scattered – 
it is the Lord who speaks! This, therefore, is 
what the Lord, the God of Israel says about the 
shepherds in charge of my people: You have let 
P\� ÁRFN� EH� VFDWWHUHG� DQG� JR� ZDQGHULQJ� DQG�
have not taken care of them. Right, I will take 
care of you for your misdeeds – it is the Lord 
ZKR� VSHDNV�� %XW� WKH� UHPQDQW� RI� P\� ÁRFN� ,�
myself will gather from all the countries where 
I have dispersed them, and will bring them 
back to their pastures: they shall be fruitful and 
increase in numbers. I will raise up shepherds 
WR�ORRN�DIWHU�WKHP�DQG�SDVWXUH�WKHP��QR�IHDU��
QR�WHUURU�IRU�WKHP�DQ\�PRUH��QRW�RQH�VKDOO�EH�
lost – it is the Lord who speaks!
 ‘See, the days are coming – it is the Lord 

who speaks –
 when I will raise a virtuous Branch for 

David,
 who will reign as true king and be wise,
 practising honesty and integrity in the land.
 In his days Judah will be saved
� DQG�,VUDHO�GZHOO�LQ�FRQÀGHQFH�
 And this is the name he will be called: 
 The Lord-our-integrity.’

 Q The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 22. R. v. 2

R.  The Lord is my shepherd; 
there is nothing I shall want.
��� 7KH�/RUG�LV�P\�VKHSKHUG����WKHUH�LV�
nothing I shall want. / Fresh and green are 
the pastures / where he gives me repose. / 
Near restful waters he leads me, / to revive my 
drooping spirit. R.

��� +H�JXLGHV�PH�DORQJ�WKH�ULJKW�SDWK����KH�
is true to his name. / If I should walk in the 
valley of darkness / no evil would I fear. / You 
DUH�WKHUH�ZLWK�\RXU�FURRN�DQG�\RXU�VWDII����
with these you give me comfort. R.

3. You have prepared a banquet for me / in 
the sight of my foes. / My head you have 
DQRLQWHG�ZLWK�RLO����P\�FXS�LV�RYHUÁRZLQJ� R.

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow 
me / all the days of my life. / In the Lord’s own 
house shall I dwell / for ever and ever. R.

SECOND READING Eph 2: 13-18

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Ephesians.
Christ, our peace, has made us one.
In Christ Jesus, you that used to be so far apart 
from us have been brought very close, by the 
blood of Christ. For he is the peace between 
us, and has made the two into one and broken 
down the barrier which used to keep them 
apart, actually destroying in his own person the 
hostility caused by the rules and decrees of the 
Law. This was to create one single New Man in 

himself out of the two of them and by restoring 
peace through the cross, to unite them both in 
a single Body and reconcile them with God. In 
his own person he killed the hostility. Later he 
came to bring the good news of peace, peace to 
you who were far away and peace to those who 
were near at hand. Through him, both of us 
have in the one Spirit our way to come to the 
Father.

 Q The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jn 10: 27 

$OOHOXLD��DOOHOXLD��0\�VKHHS�OLVWHQ�WR�P\�
YRLFH��VD\V�WKH�/RUG��,�NQRZ�WKHP��DQG�
WKH\�IROORZ�PH��$OOHOXLD�

GOSPEL Mk 6: 30-34

A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Mark.
They were as sheep without a shepherd.
The apostles rejoined Jesus and told him all 
they had done and taught. Then he said to 
them, ‘You must come away to some lonely 
SODFH� DOO� E\� \RXUVHOYHV� DQG� UHVW� IRU� D� ZKLOH·��
for there were so many coming and going that 
the apostles had no time even to eat. So they 
went off in a boat to a lonely place where they 
could be by themselves. But people saw them 
JRLQJ��DQG�PDQ\�FRXOG�JXHVV�ZKHUH��DQG�IURP�
every town they all hurried to the place on foot 
and reached it before them. So as he stepped 
DVKRUH�KH�VDZ�D�ODUJH�FURZG��DQG�KH�WRRN�SLW\�
on them because they were like sheep without 
a shepherd, and he set himself to teach them at 
some length.

 Q The Gospel of the Lord.

TIME FOR A NEW BEGINNING
The scene of Jesus stepping ashore and taking 
pity on the crowds who were desperately 
looking for a guide and shepherd has always 
been a poignant and moving one. Jesus had 
taken the disciples aside after the rigours 
of their mission of preaching. It was to be a 
PRPHQW�RI� UHVW�DQG� UHÁHFWLRQ��RI� FRPLQJ� WR�
terms with what they had experienced and 
learned in their new-found mission. Perhaps 
what they learn, more than anything else, is 
the hunger and need the people have for what 
Jesus has to offer by his presence and teaching.

Centuries before, Jeremiah had spoken of 
God’s promise to shepherd the people of Israel 
and to raise up new shepherds, and a truly 
wise king. With the mission of the Twelve, 
and the preaching and healing ministry of 
Jesus the people have the eyes to see that 
*RG·V�SURPLVHV� DUH�EHLQJ� IXOÀOOHG��7KH� WLPH�
for a new beginning has come.

Paul and the communities formed by him 
had no experience of the earthly mission of 
Jesus and it naturally led them to ponder on 
what difference the life and death of Jesus had 
made. Today’s reading from Ephesians invites 
us to see the death of Jesus as the means 
that God used to bring a new humanity to 
birth. The age-old division between Jews and 
Gentiles has now been broken down. It is as 
though Jesus on the cross took to himself all 
our anger, violence and division, transforming 
it by the power of his healing and self-giving 
love.
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