GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

In the past God spoke to our ancestors
through the prophets;

now he speaks to us through his Son.

Alleluia!

Heb 1: 1-2

GOSPEL
A reading from the holy Gospel according to

Lk 2: 16-21

Luke.

The shepherds found Mary and Joseph, and the
infant lying in the crib . . . When the eighth day
came, they gave him the name of Jesus.

The shepherds hurried away to Bethlehem and
found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying
in the manger. When they saw the child they
repeated what they had been told about him,
and everyone who heard it was astonished at
what the shepherds had to say. As for Mary,
she treasured all these things and pondered
them in her heart. And the shepherds went
back glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen; it was exactly as they had
been told.

When the eighth day came and the child
was to be circumcised, they gave him the name
Jesus, the name the angel had given him before
his conception.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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MARY, MOTHER OF GOD

The Octave of Christmas concludes by
honouring Mary as the Mother of God
continuing the long and rich tradition that
goes back to the Council of Ephesus in 431.
The formula that Levites and priests were
instructed to use when blessing the people of
Israel has a special resonance when applied to
Mary. She could surely say that she had been
blessed in the gift of Jesus, that God’s face
had shone upon her, and that God had been
gracious to her in ways that she could never
have anticipated or imagined. Her positive
response to the words of the angel Gabriel
opened a pathway for all humanity.

In the letter to the Galatians, we get a glimpse
into Paul’s wonder at the mysterious ways
of God knowing that our ability to cry out
in the Spirit ‘Abba, Father’ would not have
come about if Jesus had not been born of
Mary. He describes this birth as taking place
in the fullness of God’s time. Jesus was born
as a member of the people of Israel, but this
is only a part of his identity and role in God’s
saving plan that extends to all creation.

The first witnesses to the birth of Jesus in
Luke’s Gospel were the shepherds who were
informed that a Saviour had been born in
Bethlehem, the city of David whose own
career as king started humbly as a shepherd.
In a similar way, Jesus’ humble beginnings in a
manger will lead to blessings for all of us. Like
Mary, we are called to treasure all this in our

hearts.

Christopher Monaghan CP

THE SAVING WORD

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HoLy MoTHER OF Gobp / A

FIRST READING Num 6: 22-27
A reading from the book of Numbers.

They will call down my name on the children of
Israel and I will bless them.

The Lord spoke to Moses and said, ‘Say this

to Aaron and his sons: “This is how you are to

bless the sons of Israel. You shall say to them:
May the Lord bless you and keep you.

May the Lord let his face shine on you and be
gracious to you.

May the Lord uncover his face and bring you
peace.”

This is how they are to call down my name
on the sons of Israel, and I will bless them.’

The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 66: 2-3, 5, 6, 8. R. v. 2
R. May God bless us in his mercy.

1. God, be gracious and bless us

and let your face shed its light upon us.

So will your ways be known upon earth

and all nations learn your saving help. R.
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2. Let the nations be glad and exult
for you rule the world with justice.
With fairness you rule the peoples,
you guide the nations on earth. R.

3. Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.

May God still give us his blessing

till the ends of the earth revere him. R.

SECOND READING Gal 4: 4-7

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Galatians.

When the appointed time came, God sent his son,
born of a woman.

When the appointed time came, God sent his
Son, born of a woman, born a subject of the
Law, to redeem the subjects of the Law and to
enable us to be adopted as sons. The proof that
you are sons is that God has sent the Spirit of
his Son into our hearts: the Spirit that cries,
‘Abba, Father’, and it is this that makes you a
son, you are not a slave anymore; and if God
has made you son, then he has made you heir.

The word of the Lord.
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Mary, The Holy Mother of God

Reflection:

The shepherds got it right. God had favored them and
they responded. Did they wonder what would happen
to their sheep as they rushed off? No time for that.
First things first! What the shepherds heard from God
was more important than anything else. Hurry up and
do something about what God just told you.

So we ask ourselves:

. What right thing have we been putting off
doing?

. Shall we join the shepherds and make "haste" to
respond to God’s goodness to us?

Message from Father
Thank You to everyone who helped with our
Christmas celebrations. I appreciate your dedication
and commitment to our parish community.

Personal Thank You from Fr. Bernard
My sincere thanks to each one of you for your
kindness and generosity with well wishes, cards
and gifts to me.

WISHING EVERYONE A HAPPY, SAFE, AND
PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR.

MASS THIS WEEKEND

The Rosary will be prayed 20 minutes
before weekend Masses

Sat 31 Dec 6pm St Dom
Sun 1 Jan 8am Julie Gates OLGC
Sun 1 Jan 9.30am St Dom
MASS DURING THE WEEK

Tues 3 Jan 7pm Communion Service St Dom
Wed 4 Jan 9am  Communion Service St Dom
Thurs 5 Jan 9am Communion Service OLGC

Fri 6 Jan 9am Communion Service St Dom

Sat 7 Jan 9am Healing Mass St Dom
MASS NEXT WEEKND

Sat 7 Jan 6pm St Dom

Sun 8 Jan 8am Annatasia & Frank DeSouza  OLGC

Sun 8 Jan 9.30am St Dom

Reconciliation celebrated after every Saturday morning
Mass & before every weekend Mass. Contact Fr Bernard
9245 3899 or Maureen Smith 0409 912 359 to receive

Communion at home if you can’t attend Mass.

Parish Vision & Mission Statements

Vision Statement

Inspired by Christ, we continue to be a welcoming
and inclusive community.

Mission Statement

The Innaloo/Karrinyup Catholic Community,

centered on the teachings of Christ, strives to build a
strong sense of belonging. Celebrating and sharing
the love of Christ, we reach out to bring compassion
and hope to others.

Baptism
We welcome Charlotte Ellen Croxford, daughter of
Adam and Kate Croxford into our parish community.
Charlotte will be baptised this weekend. May God
continue to bless the Croxford family.

Safeguarding Officers
St Dominic’s - Isabelle Brewer 0459 537 045
OLGC - Dr Rina Cercarelli (PhD) 0413 835 852

Rosters 31Dec 1 Jan 1 Jan
this 6pm 8am 9.30am
weekend St Dom OLGC St Dom
Readers K Hart D D’Souza C Pilot
Acolyte D O’Sullivan I Baviah
Offertory W McC
Procession E Jeffery
Altar Society K Wear
E Jeffery
Morning Tea M Smith
J Gates
Rosters 7 Jan 8 Jan 8 Jan
next 6pm 8am 9.30am
weekend St Dom OLGC St Dom
Readers T Dabbs K Creasey | L Marciano
Acolyte P Wall P Riney
Offertory C&R
Procession Zampagna
Altar Society Group 1 M Farmer
Morning Tea K Wear
E Jeftery

Senior’s Group
A very big THANK YOU to all our wonderful
senior folk who have throughout the year joined
together and supported this new initiative of our
amazing padre, Father Bernard. Your ongoing
support is truly appreciated. For those who maybe
at a ‘loose’ end during January, give Wyn (0407 261
500) or Chris (0417 979 629) a call with a view to
lunching at a country or local pub on Tuesday 10
January — our usual second Tuesday of the month
get together. RSVP by Friday 6 January 2023.




