GOSPEL Jn15:1-8
A reading from the holy Gospel according
to John.

All who live in me, and I in them, bear much fruit.

Jesus said to his disciples:

‘I am the true vine,

and my Father is the vinedresser.

Every branch in me that bears no fruit
he cuts away,

and every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes

to make it bear even more.

You are pruned already,

by means of the word that I have spoken to
you.

Make your home in me, as I make mine in you.

As a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself,

but must remain part of the vine,

neither can you unless you remain in me.

I am the vine,

you are the branches.

Whoever remains in me, with me in him,

bears fruit in plenty;

for cut off from me you can do nothing.

Anyone who does not remain in me

is like a branch that has been thrown away

— he withers;

these branches are collected and thrown on
the fire,

and they are burnt.

If you remain in me

and my words remain in you,

you may ask what you will

and you shall get it.

It is to the glory of my Father that you

should bear much fruit,

and then you will be my disciples.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
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The juxtaposition of the story of Saul (Paul)
in the first reading from Acts with the image
of Jesus as the vine in the Gospel speaks to
the formation of disciples of Jesus. In Acts we
have a glimpse into the beginnings of Saul’s
(not yet called Paul) ministry who, with all
the zeal of his experience of the risen Christ,
joins the believers. Barnabus takes him under
his wing. Trouble erupts with the Hellenists
and Paul is whisked away from Jerusalem to
his hometown to where he contemplates his

call.

When we then hear the Gospel’s beautifully
elegant description of the vine and the
branches we can connect with the formation
of the disciples and discern our own call. The
clear instruction is ‘to make your home in me’,
to make our home in Jesus. It is a symbiotic
relationship just like the vine and its branches.
We need to remain/abide in Jesus to bear
fruit. No matter our zeal, our life of faith and
ministry grows and flows from Jesus. This is
further enriched by the words of the second
reading from the First Letter of John where
we hear that ‘our love is not to be just words
or mere talk but something real and active’.
We are to live the life God wants, to love one

another and live in God.

Vines and their fruit are no stranger to us here
in Australia, so we take time to reflect on this
image to see how closely we abide in Jesus the

vine.

Dr Rosemary Canavan

THE SAVING WORD

FiFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER / B

FIRST READING Acts 9: 26-31
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
He explained how the Lord appeared to Saul and
spoke to him on his journey.

When Saul got to Jerusalem he tried to join
the disciples, but they were all afraid of him:
they could not believe he was really a disciple.
Barnabas, however, took charge of him,
introduced him to the apostles, and explained
how the Lord had appeared to Saul and spoken
to him on his journey, and how he had preached
boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. Saul
now started to go round with them in Jerusalem,
preaching fearlessly in the name of the Lord.
But after he had spoken to the Hellenists, and
argued with them, they became determined to
kill him. When the brothers knew, they took
him to Caesarea, and sent him off from there
to Tarsus.

The churches throughout Judaea, Galilee
and Samaria were now left in peace, building
themselves up, living in the fear of the Lord,
and filled with the consolation of the Holy
Spirit.

The word of the Lord.

RESP PSALM Ps 21:26-28, 30-32. R. v. 26
R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly
of your people. (or Alleluial)

1. My vows I will pay before those who fear
him. / The poor shall eat and shall have their
fill. / They shall praise the Lord, those who
seek him. / May their hearts live for ever and
ever! R.

2. All the earth shall remember and return to
the Lord, / all families of the nations worship
before him. / They shall worship him, all the
mighty of the earth; / before him shall bow all
who go down to the dust. R.

3. And my soul shall live for him, my
children serve him. / They shall tell of the
Lord to generations yet to come, / declare his
faithfulness to peoples yet unborn: / “These
things the Lord has done.” R.
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SECOND READING
A reading from the first letter of St John.
His commandments are these: that we believe and
that we love one another.

1)n3:18-24

My children, our love is not to be just words
or mere talk, but something real and active;
only by this can we be certain that we are the
children of the truth and be able to quieten our
conscience in his presence, whatever accusations
it may raise against us, because God is greater
than our conscience and he knows everything.
My dear people, if we cannot be condemned by
our conscience, we need not be afraid in God’s
presence, and whatever we ask him, we shall
receive, because we keep his commandments
and live the kind of life that he wants. His
commandments are these: that we believe in
the name of his Son Jesus Christ and that we
love one another as he told us to. Whoever
keeps his commandments lives in God and God
lives in him. We know that he lives in us by the
Spirit that he has given us.

The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jn 15: 4-5
Alleluia, alleluia! / Live in me and let me
live in you, says the Lord; / my branches
bear much fruit. / Alleluia!
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S5th Sunday of Easter

Reflection:

If God has any “pruning” to do so that we can become
more fruitful disciples of Jesus, it can happen when
we are attentive to the Word at our Eucharist. What
we hear may help us realize how often we have
missed or ignored God’s gracious outreach to us.
Having heard that Word will keep us connected to
Jesus the Vine and give us renewed energy and desire
to bear fruit as his disciples.

So, we ask ourselves:

e When have I felt God has spoken a special word
to me?
o What have I done to respond to what I have heard?

Adsumus

As God calls each of us to love our neighbour,
we are reminded that from the moment of our
baptism, we began to share our place in the sheepfold.
This weekend we begin the Adsumus Initiative, a
journey to find the best way to share our gifts, talents
and even weaknesses so that we may continue to live
out the call to love.

MASS THIS WEEKEND
The Rosary will be prayed 20 minutes before
weekend Masses.
Sat 27 April 6pm St Dom
Sun 28 April 8am OLGC
Sun 28 April 9.30am Tindaro Ricciardello St Dom
MASS DURING THE WEEK
Tues 30 April 7pm St Dom
Wed 1 May 9am St Dom
Thurs 2 May 9am OLGC
Fri 3 May 9am St Dom
Fri 3 May 10.30am Moline House
Sat 4 May 9am Healing Mass St Dom
MASS NEXT WEEKEND
Sat 4 May 6pm St Dom
Sun 5 May 8am OLGC
Sun 5 May 9.30am St Dom

Safeguarding Induction
for all Church workers

The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference
has broadened the scope of safeguarding of children
to include adults at risk. This induction provides an
overview of the Catholic Safeguarding Standards,
Policies and Procedures, All church workers, volun-
teers/paid are to attend a 1 hour safeguarding induc-
tion. Please register for a session if you haven’t
attended the induction in the last 3 years.
Induction Sessions are conducted in person and
online—for more information and upcoming sessions,
phone 9221 7762 or visit: https://
safeguarding.perthcatholic.org.au/training/#induction

Safeguarding Officers
St Dominic’s - Isabelle Brewer 0459 537 045
OLGC - Dr Rina Cercarelli (PhD) 0413 835 852

Rosters 27 April 28 April 28 April
this 6pm 8am 9.30am
weekend | St Dom OLGC St Dom
Readers T Dabbs E Gomm R
Von Perger
Acolyte Boni D Ee
Offertory C&R
Procession Zampagna
Altar Society Group 2
Morning Tea K Wear
E Jeffery
EMHC Pablo, Ramona,
Berly Luke
Rosters 4 May 5 May 5 May
next 6pm 8am 9.30am
weekend | St Dom OLGC St Dom
Readers W Italiano D D’Souza C Frisina
Acolyte D O’Sullivan I Baviah
Offertory W McC
Procession E Jeffery
Altar Society M Farmer
Morning Tea L Howell
D D’Souza
EMHC Karen, Oliver,
Peggy Anna

Pilgrimage to Shrines of Italy
Come walk in the Footsteps of St Francis, on an 11
day Pilgrimage to the Shrines of Italy from 3-13 Nov
2024. Visit St Mary of the Angel in Assisi, Church of
San Francesco, Lanciano (Eucharistic Miracle
Church). Visit the Shrine of San Padre Pio and his
uncorruptible body plus Rome, the Vatican and
St Peter’s Basilica. Full board cost: $6518 for 25
paying persons. For itinerary/booking form, call
Sheila 0433 771 979, Veronica 0402 290 827

or info@anawimjourneys.com




